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Thence the vast quantities of grain would have to be carried
by local conveyance to the distressed tracts distant from 50 to
90 miles in north Behar. Anxiety was felt lest the wheeled
traffic of the province should prove insufficient, and the supplies
procured by Government should fail to reach their destina-
tion in time. Lord ITorthbrook then associated me with the
Government of Bengal in order to ensure the completion of
all necessary arrangements, and deputed me to Behar for this
purpose. I made over to him my financial portfolio, and
thenceforth was officially connected with the Bengal adminis-
tration only.

On entering the northern part of Behar at the' end of
January 1874, I was struck by the difficulties affecting the
transport of grain in large quantities during the dry season
which had already begun, and would become drier still as the
months rolled on. The traffic of the country was ordinarily
carried by boats on the many navigable -streams which flow
from the Himalayas to join the Ganges; but these streams
were now almost devoid of water. Wheeled carriage for com-
mercial purposes did not exist in any considerable quantity, and
thus trade was for a time paralyzed. The only persons, pos-
sessing carts and draught bullocks in large numbers, were the
European indigo planters who used these vehicles for their
manufacturing work. Their business was so slack, partly by
reason of the famine, that they could spare their carts, which
were accordingly hired by tens of thousands, and the transport
of the Government grain was so far secured. The organization
of this enormous amount of hired transport was placed under
Colonel (now Sir Charles) Macgregor of the Quartermaster-
General's department, a public servant of high capacity and
unsurpassed energy, with a large staff of military officers. But
as the security of the transport was vital, it was decided to
construct a temporary railway from the Ganges to^bneCof the
points where distress threatened most. This worlf was, tinder
the vigorous supervision of Captain Stanton of the Engineers,
constructed at the rate of a mile a day. Further, a special
transport train, consisting of carts bullocks mules and ponies,